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II.G.2   SEWERS

Many water-soluble chemicals can safely be flushed down the drain into
sewers that go to treatment plants. However, care must be taken to avoid
using this disposal system for materials that can create problems in the
sewer system or constitute a violation of regulations. In the United States,
local municipal codes and regulations govern discharge into public
sanitary and storm drain systems and usually have limitations regarding
the introduction of chemical wastes into these systems. It is essential,
therefore, to be aware of these limitations and to obtain any necessary
permits.

There are also EPA-promulgated regulations on prohibited discharges
in the general pretreatment regulations for existing and new sources of
pollution as outlined below. States and municipalities will extend the
regulation of sewer discharges as these standards are implemented.

1.  Pollutants that inhibit or interfere with the operation or performance
of the publicly owned treatment works (POTW) shall not be introduced.

2.  The following pollutants may not be introduced: (a) those that can
create a fire or explosion hazard, (b) those that can cause structural
damage (no discharge at a pH lower than 3 unless the POTW is designed
to handle it, (c) solid or viscous materials in amounts that could obstruct
the flow or interfere with the operation of the POTW, (d) those released in
such volume or strength as to cause interference with operation of the
POTW, and (e) heat in amounts that could inhibit biological activity in the
POTW.

3.  Those POTW developing pretreatment programs must develop and
enforce specific limits for the above pollutants. In addition, programs by a
POTW pursuant to obtaining a permit under the National Pollutant
Discharge Elimination Program may require the development and setting
of specific limits.

It should be noted that these limitations do not exempt material that
might be discharged because of an accidental spill. Therefore, it is
necessary to provide for control of discharges of spilled substances by, for
example, special trapped floor drains that discharge to a holding tank or
by an environmentally safe drainage and treatment facility.

ILG.3    LANDFILLS

Landfill or burial is a common method for disposal of chemical wastes;
both public and private landfills are important outlets for such wastes.